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Abstract of JP91 18646 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To obtain the 
subject compound useful as a synthetic 
Intermediate for enalapril, cilazapril, etc., which 
are excellent antihypertensive agents, 
SOLUTION: An optically active acyloxysuccinic 
anhydride represented by formula II (R<1 > is a 2- 
70 straight-chain, branched chain, a cyclic 
aliphatic acyl group, etc.) is reacted with a 4-1 OC 
aromatic compound in the presence of a catalyst 
(a Lewis acid such as anhydrous aluminum 
chloride) to provide an optically active 2-acyloxy- 
4-oxo-4-arylbutyric acid represented by formula 
III. The catalytic reducing reaction of the carbonyl 
group at the 4-position and the eliminating 

reaction of the acyl group in the resultant | V> j[ 

compound represented by formula III are further 
carried out to afford the objective compound 
represented by formula I (R<2> is a 4-1 OC aryl; * 
is asymmetric carbon atom), e.g. an optically 
active 2-hydroxy-4-arylbutyric acid. Both the 
compounds represented by formulas I and II are 
the (R)-isomer$ at this time. 
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